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RY fr CONSIDERATIONS 
17 Fouching the Duty of + 's 
CONT ENTEDNDSS 


NG ,* under abi r My 


"Deg JStr,- 'Y by | 

Aj ale Ag Ops, 

| FX: chingrapul ham T 

as that, by the 1 ty Nj 

my hopes jo, this, plage, 4am like 
t9cantinue (till jncoat Pay- 
ing.:{lome part 8) the Duty, Fows 

vl Tin aways lugbl E 0, En 

4 cajipmL me ah giving yaudowe 
handſome. Byidence of my ,Im- 
provement,in;my Srudies.' A t gn, 
L, have always jinfjaitely 
having perhaps the greatelt, 9h 
gation. to, you; that gyer any 
1n.the world had to a. Father. ur | 
in the Circumlſtanges, I am now 
in, cut off from the advantages of 
the FoUpaC%e) LF muſt deſpair of 


2 doing 


(2) 
doing any great matters in the 
way ofa Scholar.. All my:concern 
is what I ſhall want in Intellefty- 
als , 'to, make up.in Morals ; and 
tho I may not be a great Clerk , 

. . yet to approve my ſelf, in the 
whole courſe of my Life and Ati- 
ons,'as'] hope I have hitherto 
done; dutiful Son,anhoneſt Man, 
and'z'&bod Chriſtian. _— 

Sir,In'your laſt you were pleas'd 
to order me! to ſend you ſore! 
Conſiderations of my own Pens 
ing ;totriching Contentedneſs under 
Affliions.F have very readily 0-' * 
bey'd your Commands ; and luch 
poor indegeſted ColleAions- as I 
could make upon'this Subje&, 'in 
the great trouble! Fam under, I 
now ſend you, wiſhittg they may 
contribute ſomething to your Sa- 
tisfaction and/Comfort;  , ' © 
'ThoT am ſenſible in handling 
this Argument 1 ſhall fall far _ | 
| © 


ol 


; 

- 
; 

' 


_ neſs of your Life. 1 Fonds” ah 


z. ) 
of my wil etI have N- (as 
under all the pig” 2 gations of 

2nd Gratitude;I am Noun) Whos 
I could to pleaſe and- fatisfy 

being: {till deſirous (tho. RI] 
in ſome meaſure'to be, a, Comfort, 
to you, and to. contribute Tom” 
thing .to the,Content and H 


rather to deſerve a check for my. 
bad performance, than,for my 
negle&t ; and, had...rather./;you 
ſhould be ſorry, for 1 _ weakneſs, | 
than OY dotdoo, a 
Tho, I: muſt:confels. I can ex- 
pect, nothing > Candour, and. 
Kindneſs. from you, in. reference 
to what 15 here offer'd you, purely: 
(1, to.yqur Commands ; 
k for no we je crnfors From. 
the endernels, hats ora then, 


= ook ave tha tare making; 
fiſt 


_ and hy even 


(4) 
= Teens are Fon y hide 
and-c Jaretmi 
blam 'd;,rather pitict] the Fs 
o Pcbok as T hope you will Even! 
#7 U wy this red; wn 
gee PIECE, av Wo it by;' {6 
k miuſt remuſtEhrnety intect' ouch t& 
o any curjous ee nof'tb 
bon (ous 'S imperfection$t6 
any Critical of Cenfſorious pet- 
ſons, for you ſec” }s' Hitddk "it 
iraſhort me! dhdWants feth the 
Be#tity and Ornaments of Mctt 


"My*Yetiredneſs' OR) Plithide 
(Which'T' take 4 great delight in) 
bd: Mer me tithe 4dleiffure, for 

oughts There ſet down, and 
my” late" en{sf6rtune*© ha me 
ly ſupply'd me with Sttbjetr: 
rer' fpr/them. -So that molt” thy 
2onfidetations T Here preſent Your 
with! 'are® whit every affault of 
gricfcvery ad refleAion dpar of 
ate 
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(5) 
late, difappointthent herein the 
Cvlledge: pur me upon, whereby 


| T- endeavour to: ſettle and! :com- 


poſe my mind , to fit-my: ſelf as 


and-Chappel:Devorion!, {a great 


part whereof you know'confiſts 
in hearty. 'Thankſpiving ; Jas for 
the Commpany:'and' Society'of my 
Friends and Atquaintance. And'F 
prayGod'thele may. prevail” more,; 

atleaſt as'muct;upon youas they - 


"'Youdeſived a/Letter 'of Advice: 


! and Comfort under your 'prefenr. 


| preſſure and Trouble, or ſome 


| Canſiderations- rohthing the Duty of 


Contentedneſs under Aﬀlittioni. 'C 
have here bay » ventared por 
lomething in order to your tis. 


| fation.- Fſhalſnor, darenot, yer 


| mieddle wigh by: thing of DvVini- 
? ty, bur deſign _only;to! 


t you ſe: 


(6) 
how :{trang and forcibly perſwas-., 
ſive bare. Morality .as in;this Point.) 
And.that: I may! not arrogate::to' 
my felf more than I ought, nor.be 
Juit] 7;,.condemned- for a P lagi WY 
T hold my ſelfbount here ingeni-, 
cflnnoadatledrs, chat much: 
of what is here deliver'd ,has.been: 
borrowed- frofn.,;: the;; Elaborate: 
works of the more Iic4rn'd, Hea-; 
then-Moraliſts, Latifie 4nd. Greek 
Authors, who have: writ upon. 
this Subjet , ſo thata great part' 
of my ſmall pains in this buſineſs, 
has been to Colle, Lranſlate,and | 
Methodize their/Morality. - } /;/1/ 
7 Wir (4 T7 DO6 o12H9109 
... The Ancient. Moraliſts.do ufu-» 
ally teach and enforce the. Duty of 
Patiente and Contentedneſs . under 
Aftiftions. 30 £1! 11H {116 
1. By ſhewing the.-neceſſity: of: 
{ubduing; and regulating.che| Paſ- 
lions, { thoſe great ciſfurbers of" 


the 


the quiet &erenity of the 'Soul,) © 
and conſequently of acquiring) a 
conſtant peace and tranquility of 
mind, andof:living: comfortably 
and contentedly-underaltconditt= 
onsand circumſtances of life:'For 
1f:the irregularity of Paſſion, be. 
the grand cauſe - of Diſcontent , 
and-1t. (which tis certain) the re» 
moval of the Casſe be at::albtimes 
the remoyal ob the Effet too, then 
the Inference isplain- and clear, 
That a due: Government and 'Re- 
gulation of ourPaſſions,as it takes 
away: all- ftriiggling, diſturbance 
and. diſcompoture of Spwity foit 
leaves us in;-a; quiet poſſeſſion of - 
our: own -Souls/2n internal; peace. 
and tranquilicyof mind, /'9::!c 
2. They enforce! this Duty;by: 
laying down the neceſſity of Obe- 
di@fice and-Submifſion to-Almigh- 
ty:God;, in all the ſeyeral difpen- 
ions of his Pravidence, as tothe 
$ | Crea- 


== + 
Creatour' and Govertiour. of the 
Warld:. For alb the Heathen \Mo- 
ral; allowing the Exiſtence'of' a 
God, (a amet Principle, -and 
kaown/to-all men)' they - conchu- 
ded [tim to be Infinitely Wife, Gaod 
and Poverfal : And from every 


ane; of theſe Attributes. they de- 
dacd a neceflity of ſubmiſſion'to, 


and; achuic{cence in his pleaſure, 
as to the 'diſpolal of all things itn 
the; world, wiz. In reſpect iof his 
ence, we ought to ſubniit 
ro. bis \Willout of 
lace Diny and + neceflity ; In refs. 
rence to:hs- Infinite Wikdow, 'We 
to'\do it/:10 t of Pru- 


ought to 
dence; ;|:In ning to :Infi nie 


Goodneſs , we ought to do'it' "; 


polnvol Gratitude.” 


C430 v 1 


6:77 is: thai LA and \N& 


celary., Duty of every \ Rational 


Creature to Subdus ———— 
the 


inand-abſy- 
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che PaſſongciftHOſc greft dh? 


foul} and” con nord rh 
| cient, Oe UhCordiel: 
! ofis: and 'Circimſtarices of | life 


. | For 'tis undeniably true, that'if 


| the due Order-and'i Government 
| of Paſſion removes all trouble und 
| reiviule; and diffuieneſs of: mind 
febfr a ina !thenitkaves'him in 
| vhs it of all-ptaceſ! tran- 


quility 6fd'Recnity invagitiable, 


| i 6" gives hi Patience and''Con- 


t re. For” what is Quidtiiefs nd 
| == TR 2Whar 
" "Po ta 


| 


j 
2 


oo & bf mind uitder Croſſes 


Serenity oF Soul wn- 
der" th 16K "Gf Friends, 'Eftate; 
Credit, FY [Bit © oorenredb pf P11 
ſhall therefore proceeg Kr you 
ſee! diflioQly! 1 910. 7 

1 "PhattheTyre elatity'of:bur 
Palins es teglyTreate.ull eſe 
trotibles'' ahd*' diftpifetsy" wider 

Croſlcs 


(107) 


Croſſes, (and.  Diſappointmenty 
which give men {o-omech' unha 
py diſturbance, and, _—_—_ Fs in 
chein ſeveral - th 
it 1s the Great: Gn 
TEAEr!;- 7 
--2:;That. *tis _ Able _ 
necefſary Duty of every Rational 
Creature ,; toRule, Govern, and, 
Diſcipline, theſe- Paſſions 3 ta uſe. 


his utmoſt.Care and, Endeavour ,, - 


to bring th m.to.@ 0 tinyed wy 
jeQion; te his Reaſon and, Ju 
went ;2nd{9 introduce with ea 


znto;his Sgul, a due ,, Comforrdle | 


and. SanQified uſe of.all-Conditi-. 


ons 3.in-'Proſperity,; Thankfulneſs 


and Sobriety ; > in Adverſity Con+ 
rentedaels and Humility'; In all; ; 
Moderation: , 


I. The Inordinacy of Paſſion 


is the great. Cauſe:'of Niſcontent. 


This Itake.tobe:fo. certainly and 
vnver y true that it may pals, 


for | 


os Dione 


. 
| 


| proof. 


1 not by muchin' the thing a-man 
| ſuffers, as in the mind and temper 


| are (rm and qualified tor it'; 


cn) 


| fot an Axivim; cor one"of thoſe 
| truths we call Fir Principles., 19 


2s to* need! no emonſtration ot 


o great hit of ſuffering i is 


of the man , who meets with'it. 


| Trnpatience and diſcontent come 


ot-fo much'from the ſtrerigth 
and force of any' External CON 


| ty, a5 from'the great Strug tryggl oy 


and reluQtaticy ” the min 
ſiflers ir. For lake a humble; ard 


iti=, * moderate man , free from-Pride , 


HaughtineſsS, br Covetouſheſs and 


* | Athbition'; how eafily and ſoftly 


do Croſſes hd Troubles fall 
him? With how much/evenneſs 
and' equality 'of temper 'does he 
receive Calamities (and AMiQti- 
ons; when 'God- pleaſes to 'ſefid 
| therfi! The Reaſon is;his thoughts 


he 


(a2) 
he, 15 1maſter gf 0h and hjs 


Tongs. 
hung EL NOGE 


5 A STD always poſſeſs and enjoy 
Vf ins happy peace and- ſer 
Fenty, 0 ful 2, conſtant feake 


compoſure of ſpixix;On the congr 
FY»i4 a-Pr, ROAR L, y man,, : ual 
withs his own wor 


Fan 


fy bg Gag avg 
of eſtate or reputation, chance 
ro chappen to him, how 
L ableaod route, diflurbgnce & 
f mpoſure arites .jn the gd 
*upon.!How does the rage and 


us 


onable manjis all quiet withe 


,much 


rted-, or 
OMesS a | 


boylings | 


of fi none 
boyli uch an ones 
ors 0h and < oy 
raiſe a. ſtorm within | him, char 


pan. gy 'codengerah whole 


it _ Yoke; ne gent 
would ;d&; and he rele pelo 
, tributes: 1nfinitely more- to!- has 
own uncalarieſs,than his Afiiction 
doth. Again; 'tisthe /over-value 
we put upon Worldly-goods;' and 

the ſeeming bleſſings, and ronve- 
 niencies they! yield us; that gives 
\ us. {fo much trouble and>torment 
inthe loſof them. What infinire 
—_— _ _ ek - OUT —_ 
Va res / A 

Riches in us?- ugh Care 
and trouble to get them? Whar 
anxiety/and reſtleſs fear Raſtae 
thould -looke: them; - whim: got? 
What: infinite  ttrugplirigs' and 
ſhiftiogs oo keep themwhen they 


d F are regoing/Agd The extrearn vex- 


ation, 


(14) 


_ ation ,;dorrow and'afflition whert 


they 'dre-gone ?: So likewiſe: ?tis 
the excels of love weundeſeryeds 
ly "ay our health; ;pleqines; 
reputation:, greatneſs! honours', 
or-the:like,:that' makes us Io una- 
ble:to bear. the'loſs of :them , 'by 
ſicknels , ; reproach; poverty, or 
falk friends , with that atiernce 
and quictneſs of: mind which we 
oug! Twas Ahabs Covetouſ: 
nels; that made him troubled,and 
ſick; : for a ſmall, Parcel of this 
Neighbours gr round. '*T'was Ha- * | 
man $ pride \,- pavements and ex- | 
ceſſive love: of Honour that nrade 
him; aflifted and-diſcontented . 
for the!'\/want: of poor Morae- 
car's Knee. Whereas if our de- 
fires| of things here below _ 
reaſonable: and moderate ; 
ſhould: be lictle: or-nothin coli: 
cern'd in;the/:want,, or loſs of 
them: for:it cannot great! y ws 
e 


k. Ad —_— 


S- 


fe oY WW T7 Nw Fee 


OW. 
ble' a man to part with what he 
never greatly cared for. 


+ Now tis "certain that Pride, 


- :Covetouſnes "Ambition, &«. 


which cauſe all diſcontetit,, and 
diſturbance of mind in us, are no- 
thing elſe but the Trregularities 


-arid Exceſſes of Paſſion ; for the 
-excel$ of ſelf-love is Pride, the ex- 


travagancy of deſire or delight in 
the "Honours | or Profits of this 
world, Ambition,Covetouſneſs &c 
So that Pride, Covetouſneſs, Am- 
bition, Intemperance, &c. reall 

cauſing all diſcontents ; and theſe 
being nothing but the irregulari- 
ties of Paſſhon ; we muſt conclude 


the” irregularity of Paſſion the 


Cauſe of all our Diſcontenr, 

1. A man ought therefore to dil 
burden himſelf of theſe original 
foundations of folly and miſery; 
to give a Law to the Senſitive Ap- 


» petite, bring it into SubjeAion, 


B and 


ang keep it within juſt limits.and | 

rules of Reaſon and Religion : 
which 1s the pext:cng 490. de « þ 
proved: 1, - CW | 


-2... Tis the, Duty; I lay of e- 
very - Rational: excature to Sub- 
due, Govern, and: Regulate his 
Paſſions, and to-keep them in,that 
they may be.in {ubjeAion,/ not/in 
dominion ; may ſerve, nat rule; .. | 
. The, Senſitive > Appetite|; (6 {| 
which the Paſhons helan ) 5 the 
Tnferiour part of the Soulanſwer- , 
_ ableto the dreggs of the people in 
a Government ; of themſelves 1n- 
deed apt to be heady, tumultuous, 
ufrtly,andfattiaus, it not reſtrain» 
_ £d by a Superiour power, Now 
God has committed this Appetite, 
with its Paſſions, tq the ' Rule 
and Guidance: of the ' Razional 
Soul, to the Government of-. the + 


Judg- 


(17) 
Judgment and Underſtanding. It 
therefore an Abſolute and! Ne- 
ceffary duty 1n the Soul or Mind, 
to exerctfe 'a due auſtere rule © 
and ſuperintendency over theſe 
fubje&s, and by ao means to ſut- 
fer them through want of vigi- 
liney and ſeverity in its Admini- 
ſtration} to uſurp and prevail o- 
ver the Judgmeng 'and/ Reafon , 
and fo rnvert the very order of 
Nagure, by fiffering the whole 
unhappy man to be carried to 
ſerve the 'brutifh lufts of an inſo- 
lent and licentious Appetite. She 
ought not to fet them {werve 
from their due fubmiflion and 
conformity , left they become 
rebetfious, and bring in confufion 
and diforder upon-the whole Man. 
No, as God Almighty hath fub- 
{tituted the Soul of man as his 
Vicegerent in this Province which 
he hath committed to ir, ſo 
B 2 he 


PEI $NSD SE <p Fun or 
@n. w ay 
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he expeQs an account of the ma- 


nagement of his Truſt, and will 


certainly, puniſh the Soul for the 


male-adminiſtration of its govern-: 


ment. .We are therefore under.a 
great and ſtrong obligation to 1m- 


prove and, govern this Province to 


the glory-of God. We'ought to 
reſolve and; practiſe feverity over 
our unruly Appetites, to bring, our 
Paſſions into order and obedience, 
to. refuſe to gratifie their intempe- 
rate deſires ; to keep them in awe 
and under, diſcipline, and ſo re- 
duce the;whole - Prowence to a due 
conſtant ſubjeQtion. . | 
-, Again, the Senſitive appetite 1s 
common to. us with Brutes;. and 
its inclinations, luſts,. and afte&ti- 
ONS/.Ars, 1n, a great meaſure the 
Law in. them and jus. If men 
therefore ſet up their Paſſions for 
the Rule and Guide of: their Afti-; 
ons, if they wall yield tothe crav- 
ing 


Wa)... 
ing of an importunate,inordinate, 
ſenſual Appetite, and to ſerve and 
obey their luſts ; they are no way 
fuperiour to the very Beaſts that 
periſh. Now Almighty God hav- 
ing given :to-Mankind a higher 
and a nobler Faculty, it ought in 
the very order of ' Nature to go- 
vern, guide, moderate , and di- 
re& that inferiour part which is 
comimon tous with Brutes: ' and 
that man thar keeps not this. Go- 
vernment and Rute of his nobler 
Nature over the tower Facutties 
of his ſoul, degrades himfelf be- 
low'the Dignity' of a Mar, and 
having forfeited" all the *Royal 
Prerogatives: of: his Rational-ina- 
ture, Jebuſes! himſelf ro'a' parity 
with Beaſts; nay and 'below them 
too ; for even- theſe reſtrain their 
Appetites frony Exceſs and/Immo- 
deration. BT Mr for URS 3 

How admirably great and excel 

tf B 3 lent 


Av Bet ar Cone 
005 
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lent ſeems that: noble teniper of 
mind; , which is. , | appolitely. 6+ 
When a man keeps fo, much-free+ 
dome'and liberty ih his foul, as 
never to:bedi ed;; but as you 
leave him, ſo you find him, al- 
ways indifferently cheerful ; and 
cver | the ſame; - -For. s he rich, 
proſperqus,great? | yet he cofitt- 


_ nues ſafe, becatife he 15 ſteH hum+ 


ble ,, thanktul, watchful teſt he 
ſhould be decerved; or trankport- 
ed :: careful, leſt h& ſhould be car- 
ried into- Pride, Arrogance, Info- 
lency,.Preſumption. | Js he poor, 
neglefted, unfortunate-? Yet he 
remdins patient, humble, content- 
ed, thankful, depending upon that 


_ God+he: fears, looking upto the 
ys ou 


great Lord of Heayen a 

as knowing that he: obſerves and 
eyesall men, and that his Provi- 
dence [governs all things. a 
this 


! IV}, 


(21) 
chis boos _ brag even” and 
{ſq confideradte 
AK ng wharf yer his con- 
dition be. . His fout 1s lifted 'up 
above=- all theſt inconfidetab 

toyes/ the world ranges under, 
the files wo rio of Fortune ;_ 
and reliſhes more ha pinelF itt a 
able and quiet | Le a com- 
ble ſerdyjtehs of foul, than he 
cook! to it the enjoyment of. all 
thit others court! with fo much 
capertiels and irdour, How + 


Jem Ppy 1s this 
fry wfinitely prevrabi 


wes diſorder = uneafneſs of 
Inpttence in men [q1 
if4'tnart bs rith,or werful,there 
isH6thing mote ls infb+ 
lontthas he ;: but if poor low, un- 
f6Ftanite, how dots he The it and 

and frnittmor;and oy _ 
der his AMition 3 And 


\ rioting undet Hewrert ttiore Oe. 
B4 rake 


a - _ 
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ral and diſpairing than he! We. 
To him thereforehap-. 


uſt conclu 
p to wonder and;enyy,whoſe no- 
b 


ſpirit does, not.;yary. with his: 
Fortune: who ſrorns to. let.. his. - 


Eyes to be of beta melting over & 
remedileſs Evi 


Joys ; but notwithſtanding all the, 
Ces that,,cjther lay,/upan; 


him-,.or hang over.;him, .he;can; 


preſervea rare and, ha PRY:\Go2 Calm; 


which APPEALS. 
19 an, unclouded Serenity |, ''that:: 


dwells always: on. his Looks, jand.: 
diſcovers. him ever, well-pleaſed.; ” ; 


neſs.1n his: mind, 


great-is the advantage and 
pineſs 'y that b, & 
government 0! Paſſion does accrue 


toa.wile man. AndI ſhall venture / 


confidently , Dear Sir, to- affirm 


that this Freedom, of Mind, and. 
Serenity of Soul, ought to be och ; 
[che 


ferr'd before the Empire-0 


or ſufter;;pgs; 
Misfortune to ſwallow up all his. 


due: rule. Ax 


a - ———— - 
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(23) | 
world. Beſides, tis'a true Maxim 
in Morality, He that commands 
himſelf;commands the World too. 

-| T ſhould now proceed'ty' parti- 
cularize the Paſſions.and ſhey the 
neceſſity of 'Aubduing* each of 
them ; I ſhould likewiſe here en- 

krge upon thoſe 'two'known ge- 
neral Rules, touching Regulation 

of Paſſions; viz. 


-7 I. | That they - ought always 
tobe determined-to. their proper 
objeQs. freeman rn 
to love: and'admire[nothing” but 
what 1s truly good; great;3& high- 
ly.valuable 5 'nor hate and'defpile 
any thing;but what is bad/*mean, 
and contermptible': fear/ nothing, 
but whatiistruly-evil and rartful: 
hope for nothing;but what ts-real- 
ly :good and -delireable :\y&joyce 
in nothing,” but what will forme 
way or other'make us better'; and 
{o4or the reſt. 2, That 


_— SO 
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m—_ their objecs, yet that 


0 manetocys in theob< 
jeats, we, qught:to ſhare: out unto. 
theta ous lave and; deſires. The 
beſt and worthieſt- ought to be 
proſecuted with the greateſt love 
and veneration. We-ought not to 


love we cxcelbpcly what: does not des. 


a longer time,,or ja greater 

ho ogy: the. cauſe; 4 
ee But. leaving .theſe 
confine my ſell ro thoſe 
fions, which have a more. e 
reference to my preſent. my 


Joy, Grief ref. and Defite. A, 
n 
render a man's mi . quiet , and ; 


(24) 
2. 'Fhat being thus rightly pla- 


ls þ anne yh aGad | 
5 Sree ag read nm 
the objeQs. Thus 


Fg to _ ſeveral degreesof 


at a meaſurs of 1 it. 
<7, ought not tobe angry 


requires, 
= 


ne regus 
of, theſe. beirig capable ro 


QONs. 


C25) 
conſtantly compoſed, his-hife com 
fottable and happy. Tn 
_ the, x wings of od 
' aye. to: 1 s 


-- 2; "The: mntienatinn-af Join 
the affluent; of: worldly:'t 

The conſideration of ſome Kacy 
Good ; belonging to 'us 21 par- 
ticalar, begets: tn us chabalelght 
which we-call y ; and-it'1s ge- 
herally defin'd'to be a delighttut - 
commotion of the Senſitive ful, 
as it were Truimphing in the fru- 
iman of preſeot: Good, Now that 
we may -know how tb regulate 
out Joy inithe aMfluence of theſe 
things we» are: to -conlider. the 
eg non 1 we a 
' which our own. tho 

zhd- the fenis: of the Gurieralicy | 
cal} Good,. be really f/0r noi; and 


if: ſo, what: hjpecs of 'gomineſs 
they 


(-26)) 
they. have; that: we- may ſhare 
out to them our eſteem, delight, 
and/joy, accordingly. For as''l 
{aid concerning our. Pafsi- 
on in eneral , our delight and 
Joy 1n the fruition ofan Good, is 
to be/proportioned to the degrees 
of goodneſs inthe: objet. ' Now 
we muſt-grant that worldly thirigs 
(asriches, honors, greatneſs, &e.) 
are Good-.1n their reſpective uſes, 
hy e. when they are honeſtly /im- 
nr See in” the fervice'of God 'and 
S'Glory : and! conſequently 


on muſt allow: a/ſober; moderate. 


Joy: inthe fruition: of! them, and 
a Chearful thankfulneſs to: 'God 
fo them. But 'tis againſt eB Ex» 
cels and Irregularity: of -Joy tht 
I amſpeaking, do therefore 
affirm;\thar becauſe the Goodneſs 
andwale of theſe things is'really 
and truly very ſmall: and flight; 


our Joy in the Aﬀfuence of them 


the 


"I 


Js 


(27) 
ought not to be great or exceſsive: 
For thoſe things which are: very 
uncertain, very.caſual, and withal 
 many-times extremely dangerous 

to the Soul , which are-not capa- 
bleto make-us either better or wi- 
ſer, can ſcarce be ſaid to be Good: 
We have little. reaſon therefore 
for any great or extravagant :Joy, 
in; the fruition of what we mich! 
as well (nay: perhaps more ſate- 
ly) be without than have. 1 ſhall 
enlarge upon this Argument, Our 
Joy ought to be moderate: as: to 
, theſe things: Becauſe 


1., They onely concern this 
life, which 1s uncertain and tran- 
litory, and paſſeth away... 'Theſe 
pleaſures of Sin, endure but for a- 
moment ; - our. whole Life is. no 
more. All the Good or Happineſs 
they, do. or-can yield; is: fading, 

« and periſheth, ini the very Enjoy 
ment. 


a Period ro-all | 
theſe eſe pleafracheſs nn OE this 


hife, na year, ina-week,in a day, 


_ thea thele gawdy things leave.us, 


farther 4t-1n ats Journey. Aman 
- ought therefore to have a low e- 


theſe. tranſitory th to keep 


worldly g 
Yo all our plenty; greatneſs, or 


-proſperity, not /av0ur own, of the 
xewatit ofoar own deſerts,. but-as 


'of otic e lamuly of Heaven & Earth, \ | 


(28) | 
meat. And befides, a ſmall mat- 
ter, jy rea little 14gconfiterable ac- 


man hour, in a moment ; and 


and rather load and hinder the 
ſoul in its flight to Heaven, than 


ſteem' for, and —_ or t joy! bn 


himſelf ina conſtant. -— of Hea+ 
ven, and the things aboye. - - — , 


«ith Our} r Joy in the AMuence of 
ought to be made- 
rate, ' becauſe we -ought to fook 


the Depofitum of the great Maſter 


as 


ee ee eee co ets 


( 


 « or'exceſſive; ſeeing we-can find 


(29) 
as Talents" intrufted ' with” us as 
Stewards for our Mafter's ufe, ſer- 
vice, and honour ,- not- our” own 


» Grandeur or pleaſure. We ought 


eo confider;that the morg we have 
the-greater'are our Accounts, and 
the greater our charge, That God 
will -moſt''certainly reward ' our 
due and prudent management of 
our Truſt and Steward(hi , and 
nifh the contrary, a "that to 
im-we-mitf{t certainly. one day 
give an Sogn of this our Stew- 
ardſhip. "Phat we are conftantl 
under thd view and obſervation; 


. as well as under the care: and g4- 


vernment of this -our-great Lord 
and Maſter ', who expe&ts we 
ſhould be moderate, watchful,and 
diſcreet in management of theſe 
outward things. So that our de- 
light and joy in the Afuence_ of 
them, ought nor ro be* over-great 


iN 


in themno juſt motive.to advanee 


ll _ uri UBS, nothan to create 
|_| any tranſport, triumph,/or exalta- 


li | _ __ tyon. 1n+vs, but. rather matter: of - 
q Hl gonee and care:;how to employ 
. theſe Talents intrufted with-us. ”: | 


3.  Qur. Joy,ought-to be mode- 
rate and little, if we-conſider thar 
there 15a. {ſtrange kind. of Witch- 
craft in thele worldly.,Goods to rob 
a man of vertue,and peace of con- 
ſcience. They are dangerous temp- 
| tations to deceive us of our Inno- 
| cence and [ntegrity.: For, we have 
| | obſerved, that upon the increaſe 
| | of | theſe thipgs, the Generalit 
make Shipwrack, of their Con{ct- 


| 

L | bs ; 

| | ences ;. become opprelsive, proud 
| 
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and: inſolent, diſorderly.' and de- 
bauch'd ; perfe&t worldlings , as 
tho they had never heard of Hea- 
Og. 1, God, a Redeemer, or. 
2 Judgment to come. - Certainly 


| — there- 
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(31) 
therefore we. ought not to. pleaſe 
our ſelves too'much in theſe dan- 


| Fergus things, but be the more 
ila 


trictly vigilant over our ſelves, 
keep a ſtrict guardover ous hearts, 
leſt Pride, or thoſe other vices and 
temptations, that haunt and wait 
upon . worldly greatneſs, wealth 
and prolperity, ſhould fteal in up- 
on us and ruine us... _ 

4. Our Joy as to worldly goods 
ought to be moderate , becauſe, 
we ought to think and aim at no- 
bler Ends, namely God and Eterni- 
ty; to preſent to our thoughts 
a State of future happineſs, that 
far ſurpaſſes any this world is ca- 


 pableof yielding. We are to con- 


{ider that this world, and all that. 
we. call Godin it, is vexed with 
evils, with fears, with viciſſitudes 
of ſorrow and trouble , but that 
the happineſs of the next 1s per- 
fect, ſincere, and unmixt with any 

| C thing 


(32) 
thing that'may allay it; we ought 
not therefore to fix upon this 
world, or throw*toogreat a porti- 


on of love, delight or joy, upon +. 


any thing init,'tisall nothingjand 
Vanity ; but we ought to ſer u 
our Hope, Joy,Happinefs and Re 
in another worſkd'; | efpeciall 
knowing that this lower world 1s 


_only the place of our. Probation, 


not of our Happineſs; our Inn,not 

our Home. | 
T have inſifted the longer upon 
this moderation of our Joy in the 
Affluence of Riches, Honors, &s. 
In order to the great Duty of Con- 
tentedneff, becauſe in Experience 
we find thoſe of all others moſt 
apt to be dejeted and afflicted by 
the frowns of Adverſity , who 
have already been,deceived, and 
uft up, with the Flatteries of 
Profblrkes : And *'tis certain they 
that think the gain of worldly 
things 


| 
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"things to be but ſmall, will think 
'the lofs ſmall 00. 


2. The moderation of Grief in 


the loſs of the Good things of this 
life, is the Second thing Tunder- 


_ took to treat of, as a means to 


|. 


pain'Content.. 4 
Grief 1s a fad dejeCted languor 


of the Soul, under the preſſure of 


ſome preſent Evil. Now (as we 
did before) we are to ſee firſt 
whether the loſs of theſe world{ 

things be really Evil, and if fo 
weare to examine its meaſure or 
degree of Ev/l, that accordingly 
we may proportion our Griet. 
Now, I havealready grarited the 
things of this world to be ſome 
way Good {namely in their due 
and regular uſe) and muſt there- 
fore grant the Loſs of them to be 
ſome way Evil; (for to be de. 


prived of what is in ſome meaſure 
C 2 Good 
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( 34) 
Good, is in ſome meaſure Ewvil,) 
and conſequently allow ſome Ex- 
preſſions of Grief. But then they 
muſt haye nothing of Extrava- 
gance, , or Irregularity in them, 
they muſt not be accompanied 
with bitter inveQives againſt ſe- 
cond Caulſes,or Inſtruments, they 
muſt notreflect upon Gods Juſtice, 
nor revile his Providence ; but 
muſt be full of Submiſſion, rather 
cxpremng our Hunulity, then our 
Anger. I am, | lay, againſt all 
manner of Exceſs. For as that 


WP 


Value or Portion of GoodneffTal- , ' 


low'd to worldly things, was ſlen- 
der and ſmall, as likewiſe the De- 
light and Joy in the increaſe of 
them, was to be light and mode- 
rate ; ſo the loſs of them is little 
or no Evil ; and conſequently the 
Griegtor it mult be little or none ; 
a man 1s ſeldome ſorry to looſe 
what he doth not much yalue ; | 
an 
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(35) 
and 1t would ſcarce trouble a Wiſe 
man to part with what is very 
often more ſafely loſt then kept. 
For in the lofs'of Honors or Rich- 
es, Our accounts are the leſs, our 
temptations not {o dangerous, our 
cares fewer-; and generally in all 
AfﬀMitQtions and Lofles, our Leſſons 
of Dependance upon God, of hu- 
mility and lowlineſs of mind, of 
temperance and ſobriety, of con- 
tempt of the world, of our love 'of 
Heaven, are much better Learn- 
ed, thenin the increaſe and poſ- 
ſefſion of Worldly Goods, Briefly 
therefore, As the Acquiſition or 
increaſe of Riches, Honors, &c. 
Ought not-to be-the obje& of any 
ſtrong defire, or joy ; ſo neither 
ought the Decreatc or Lofs of 
them, to.cauſe any you Grief or 
Sorrow. Goas Will be done, ought 
to be the Language of every wiſe- 
and good Soul un relation to.them. 
C 3 How 


(36) 

How have the Heathen Mora- 
lifts adorn'd "this Sybjet! How 
many curious Expreſſions, touch- 
ing the Moderation of Grzef, in 
their Writings! Nay (to ſay no- 
thing of thoſe eminent Authors, 
who tied their Studies and En- 
deavours to this expreſs Argu- 
ment.) The Poets, whoſe Themes 
were generally Caſual,and Light, 
and their Poems, the Productions 
. of a roveing, idle fancy ; . yet eyen. 
upon this Excellent Subject, have 
they given us brave and admira- 
ble Strokes. A-noble Spirit muſt 
not vary with Fortune ; for as 
no Condition is ſo high, as to be 
out of the reach of fears, ſonei- 
ther is any ſo low, but may have 
yr + That Adverſity overcome 
. 3s the higheſt Glory, and willing- 

ly undergorie,the greateſt Vertue-; 
Sufferings» being but the tryal 
and touch-ſtone of Gallant-Spirits. 


(37) 

That Impatience and Complaint 
ſhew a narrownels, or weakneſs. 
of Soul, according to the old-Max- 
im: Invalidam omne natarg, que- 
r#lum. The more weakanything 
is the more apt to complain. A- 
gain, the more. we ſtruggle with 
our Yoke, the more 'twill-hart us. 
That the only allay under great 
Sufferings is.to bear them quyetly, 
and obey Neceſlity ; to; {ſubmit to 
what we cannot remedy. But 
without enlarging upon thoſe Ex- 
cellent pieces, of Morality, let us. 

0.00. We have no great reaſon 

or exceſlive Greef in the: Loſs of - 
Worldly Goods; if we confader that 
the loſs of Friends, and; Riglarions 
comes front [the common; condi- 
491 of dmg F = and from - 
very. notion, of Mortality As 
are of things ought ta bg 
<. to pleaſe; our. .humoyrs:?! The 
if, Son 


.." 
loſs of Goods, Riches, Wealth, ' is 


| for the moſt part by 'Fhunder; or 


Storms,'or Tempelits, or Fire ; the 
tofs of Health from the Intempera- + 
ture of Air, or Meteors, &c. And 
can we rationally expe that the 
great God of Heaven ſhould alter 
the ſetled Laws of Nature, for 
the convenience, or profit of ſuch 
Worms as we? -In'-a, word, the 
Courſe of the world is ſuch that 
Croſles and Afictions muſt of ne- 
ceſlity come ; And therefore wh 

ſhould any man fink into deſpair 
or: diſcontent, becauſe: the world 


_ does go; as it always did, and fol- 


lows' 1ts 'own naturaF State"and 
Condition. | Jt 
Many times when I have known 
my Friend dead,' I-could-have be- 
dewed my Face with' Tears, and 


as paſſionately have wept over his 


facred Urn, as T ever rejoyc'd'in 
the happineſs of his __ 
| > -- while 


(39) 
while living: But I refolved'to 
lay aſide my trouble ; when Phad 
confidered;that it was more 'Kind- 
neſs -1n me then Prudence. 'For T 
might as reaſonably have wept 
that my Friend was botn no foon- 
er, as that he ſhould live no long- 
er. Thus I cannot but interpret 
even that extraordinary concern, 
SIR, you have expreſs'd upon my 
late diſappointment in this Col . 
lege. -Tt ſignifies indeed rather a 
deal of tenderneſs and- afteftion, 
than (allow me T-beſeech you the 
Infolence of 'the 'Expreflion 'for 
once)- of true wiſdom and di{cre- 
tion. You might with 'almoſt as 
much reaſon grieve that I was 
ever born into the world, as'that 
I ſhould receive troubles and 'af- 
fAlidtions in it. "This world's no- 
thing but a heap of Cares, Anxie- 
ties, and Miſeries, : with'which 
every rank 'of men and m— | 
17; ife 


| (49) 

rig May is-born er 

ble as the ſparks. fly upward; lauth. 
_ that STR OR, Patience, 
and, Reſignation, Joh. So com- 
mon and,univerſal is an afflicted 
condition. of life to.poor Mortals,. 
that it ſeems to be as natural as 
that propriety. in Fire to aſcend. 
Nay- our very entrance into the 
world, ſeems to acquaint us with 
the Entertainment we are hike t9. 
have in it ever after. Our firlt 
Minutes being attended with bit- 
ternefs and pain, and, tis certainly 
ominous to. the remainder of: our . 
lite, that we are born Crying. 

If then no Perſon. howſoever 
Good, - Juſt, Wiſe, and Pious, of. 
wie Age, Sex, Degree, Quality 
and Protefſion ſoever, could ever 
yet boaſt an Exemption from. this. 
Univerſal State and Condition of 
Humane life ; we- may as juſtly 
grieve that God has given us i, 

; | and. 


(4t) 
and made us. men, as:that in this 
life we ſhould meet with 'Trouble 
and Afflichions, | the common Lor 


- of Mankind. | We ought therefore 


chearfully and contentedly,to bear 
theſe light Afﬀtictions which enduve 
but for « moment, and (to ſpeak 
with the forementioned Heathen 
Author ) ſubmit patiently to what 
we cannot remedy. 

Give me leave now to venture 
upon a Word or two of Advice, in 
order to the preventing all exceſs 
of Grief made croſſes and misfor- 

« TUnes., 


1. In Reference to any crols, 
or 11] ſucceſs in- buſineſs, or failure 
in any undertaking. Fake heed 
of being too ſolicttous about the 
Iflue of things,and of determining 
your ſelf too peremptorily,to-par- 
ticular Events. - "I's indeed: our 

* buſineſs to ſerve Proyidence in " 
ule 
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(42) 
uſe: of means, But'to. God- alone 
belongs the fue of:Things and 
that which is not within our pow- 
er, ought to be out of our care. If - 
therefore ſucceſs of buſineſs doth 
not at firſt anſwer your expe&a- 
| tion, let; no fumes of Melanchoky: 
poſſeſs you. Ule other Expedients 
and Addreſſes, but do not by any 
means engage your AﬀeCQtions too 
paſſionately in 1t,nor promiſe your 
{elf ſucceſs ;, ſo you; will not be di- 
ſ{turbed if -you miſcarry , which 
you mult make account will often 
happen to you. For all _ by . 
nature in the Univerſe are ſu elk 
to a continual change, and altera- 
tion : And-there is no Conſtancy 
either.in the favour of Fortune or 
minds..of men; ſo that no wile 
man can-either wholly . truſt to 
the one, or depend upon. the other. 
Expect therefore often to be. difa 
pointed, ,and then you will __ | 2 
Is 
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diſquieted - when the fruſtration . 
comes. For what you 'do-poſſibly 
look for, is come topalſs, and what 


- Thould amaze you ? That which 


hath, happened now, 1s but what 
you have often ſeen and; known ; 
and what ſhould either ſurprize; 
or-diſquiet you ? | 


2. Endeavour by frequent An- 
ticipation of afMiftion and -mis+ 
fortunes to habituate and fit your 
mind for them; when they do 
come : For theſe thoughts will 
furniſh you with a ſuitable tem- 
per, for them, render them eaſy to 
you, and keep your Soul in a due 
State of watchfulneſs and modera- 
tion, before they come. \AﬀiQti- 
on makes the deepeſt impreſſion, 
when it ſurprizes us, and comes 
unexpeted ; becauſe it takes a 
man upon the ſudden; and before 


+ he can compole himſelf; or rally 


the 


44) 
_ the ſuccours of reafon, and: re- 
ligion'to f1pport him ____ it. 
It: is hke .a fuddain diſeaſe: thar 
ſurprizeth the body labouring un- - 
der ill humours, before it has dif- 
red and allay'd theſe humours 
y preparative helps, or Cathar- 
ticks. And then many times more 
danger ariſes from the diſcompo- 
ſure -of the humours; then from 
the malignity of the diſeaſe it ſelf. 
But if the mind be prepared for 
troubles and crefles, by x kind of 
Anticipation, this abates the edge; 
keenneſs, and ſharpneſs of them, . 
and makes them fall light; and 
eaſy upon us. Now if in that va- 
rious change and revolution of 
events which we behold in the 
| world, 'we do not look upon poſ- 
ſible croſſes and troubles as future; 
we loſe our ſelves in a dangerous 
ſecurity, andaare little better then 
mad-men: Where therefore = 
ce 
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(45) 
ſee at any time the loſſes and im- 
priſonments, poverty, and misfor- 
Tunes of others, we ſhould pre- 
ſently refle&t, this, tho 'at preſent 
it is not, yet, may be ſhortly our 
own caſe. Thus the ſtroke of For- 
tune will have leſs force and 
ſmart, which is wiſely foreſeen, 
expected, and provided againſt. 
By this means a man ina great 
meaſure knows the worſt of them, 
before he feels them, which ren- 
ders them a great deal more tole- 
rable, and aff: And by thus An- 
ricipating what we have juſt cauſe 
to fear, and putting our ſelves un- 
der a pre-apprehenſion . of it, we 
learn the Leflon of Patience, 'and\ 
Reſignation 'before we have oc- 
cafion to ule it. Thus we are 
prepared to entertain AMiQtion 
with Courage and Chriſtian For- 
titnde, Thus we habituate our 
minds with a chearful and due re- 
ception of them. But 


| (46) | 
'But as to this, deſire, SIR, to 
berightly underſtood. I wouldnot 
have; this Anticipation ſo wholl 
to poſleſs your Soul as to ſpoil the 
_ Iruition,,..and take away-all the 
lawful pleaſures and comforts.of 
thoſe . worldly bleſſings God is 
pleaſed to allow you. No ; This 
were. to let the thoughts of Evil 
Twallow up the reliſh and enjoy- 
ment -of . Good ; :this were to let 
your: fears drive away all tran- 
quility,, ſerenity and happineſs 
out of your mind, and yet never 
cure nor remove the danger. As 
therefore the increaſe and poſleſſi- ” 
* on of the many Good things of this 
life,' as the height of Proſperity 
ought not to delude us fo far, as 
Hever. to think of a poſſible Alter- 
ation, 12 our condition, (for tho 
we are now healthy and rich, we 
muſt thigk there will come a time 
when we ſhall be ſick and worker f 
miſ- 
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Iisfortunes.)” So we ought tobe 
citeful;that thegvermuch thought 
' of this change mild alteration; in 
: our Condition, heſepoſlible crof- 
ſes arid misforttines', do not Io 
— muck poſſeſsoux fouls, as to make 
us forget the Thc of God, in 
beſtowing thete'good things upon 
us, or negleft that duty we owe 
to God for them; viz. An honeſt 
and charitable'uſe'of them in onr 
callings, relations; places, and'ſtas 
tions, z hearty , chearful, and yet 
with all a ſober 'and moderate de> 
; light and arisfattion'in theſe ho- 
neſt} lawful, comforts of life, and 
all poſſible praiſe and thanks-giv- 
ing to that God, that hath been 
pleaſed by entrufting .us with' 
- theſe — to' make our lives 
fome way ſerviceableto'him, pro- 
fitable ro others; and'comfortable 
ro'our. ſelves. 200 YN 
; * Think therefore' that things 
D may 
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oy be 2 great deal works than 


Ey are now,.2nd that however 
vl you ought to acquiels 40 
Luke and pleaſure of God;copr 
them; but {till be chank- 
ball v1 t oy gra, Wes Ir 
yidence for t ns 
Ways hops the 
3. I come now. to the nog 
deration of our Deſires in the want 


of what the World calls . Good. 


And./tis certain that almoſt the 
whole, Art of. attaining to thas 
METcon tented ſtate of life, {af 
ter which we are enquiring) COR 
ſiſteth in _the due: r and 
overnment of, our deſires, | For 
Har mind can never be contented, 
E (having 066 1 nat regulates: its De- 
ioully bent upon the 

world,and thoſe things which. our. 
own vain thoughts, and the mi- 
ſtaken eſtimate of .the generality 


- of: meni Nw. in ic}; char {till 


runs ts ra that ſtation; ang con- 
alition: God ty-Bath-order- 
gd: far 1; amd! thoit: attains this 
ear whatir earneſtly perſued the 
{t;yer {tillit will = Sucdingfar- 
ie and keopbefore us Agqueſt 
Its choughts and endeavours” wh 
reftleſs, and kill aſpiring and aim- 
an higher, and/ſoit.can never-en- 


at: ithath; becauſe ''it 'al- 
ways puſs it ſelf c00 much in the 
anxious publuit of what it hath 
not. Whereas if a man-would but 


bring him(elfand his thoughts in- | 


 t6a Sibus and juft efteem of this 


_-_ and all the gawdy vanities 
; 4f che: would moderate his 
ra and keep them” either -un- 
der [and below ; or atleaſt equal 
with. that Station of: life; 'Divine 
Proyidence--and honeſt 'Induftry 
has alosted:him, he might enjoy 
has Eſtate comfortably " - 
D 2 Vs 
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ly ; arid ;poſſeſs his'Soul in peate 
Kel praB2ar oy T5063 9 is. 
. Now: that our: deſires may.ibe 
within-their due bounds, and nor 
run' gadding ' after: what - they - 
oughti not, nor. be ſo irregularly 
bent upon ings often falfly ftiPd 
Good, We ought carefully to di+ 


\ re& them. .aright; 4. e.to thin 


which. we clearly and diſtinQly 
know to be really Goed :: And the 
only way: ſo to dire& them is, to 
GY ourunderſtanding or facul 

of diſcerning which God: to 

at-end hath given us})ſtrialy & 
attentively to examine and conſj- 
der, the real goodneſs of theſe 
things, and its meaſure';- that ac- 
cordingly we may determine our 


_ will to affe, and earneſtly per- 


ſue them, or be indifferent towards 
them, and fix our affe&ions upon 
higher, and:nobler objeQs. 

We are therefore to look nar 
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ty1nto riches;' honours; pleaſures 
and greatnels ; and conſid 'whe- 
ther- they 'are//not uncertain de- 
cciving things",” what-'{tability 
there! 1s'in-them; ' what good they 


with do after death ; what: quiet- 


neſgor tranquility they willyield 
us, - or rather take from us,; eh! 


ther: they have in them anyreal 
influence to:make us better'or wi- / 
{erp And when we find (aswe: 
needs muſt) that'' they have-no. 
ſability' in. them, will do!us' no. 
good after death ; we: are: im- 
mediately; 't6: withdraw all des 
grees! of Iove-and deſire; ifrom 
them, and, fetiup our: hopesand' 
earts'Upanimore noble and more 
Jatable: enjohnients. . - 2d 

: Honors and'grevtneſs are known 
tobe rather dangerous and; 'trou- 
bleſonie, than defireablei; rather: 
Curſes thani:Comforts and Bleſ- 
ings... Envy; Mk J- Jealouſy, 
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and an-infiniee nuther of Eos ard 
always attend- thems 
They :imake Thrones; but uncaiF; 
Seats) F-11oof Honorynei:morethan 
jo an erieg;r12We: ought ab 
adit Pa yo "ok c cot 
adiiteriFul an 
tlud els, and. outifide; :tafily obs 
robe [that 18: conceals: a Stdte.obs 
nowous$1 dangeryfoliantude, xate; 
trouble) bnxy,:difcohtertt, anquit 
etneis,:nd- Jafinirh tetnprations: 
| mane which; if pg + 
ni any. alteration./br chan 
Ns Aﬀmniniſtraticin of Gove eg 
any diftemper vr rebellion inch 
Nation; any "tnereten EP 
Granaltes, ot 
the Vulgar , -wilbe "Infullbl 
hunted after, puſhr: 
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er won our feſt; —_ 
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| haps e trouble c tedigns. tip 
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. Rechate: I grant, were; to ;be' 
i ey ht ater, aboveall rg tyior—ag 
ey p- 


raliſts and LT oe as alkally 
teach us that; Content dwells not: 
in: Courts;and: Palaces, or ,Rich 
mens houſes, but in, Hermigages 
and amongſt . Shepherds and 
Swailns,; Xt re; free, not; only 
from the, Tyrmoyle,. and; diſtra- 
Aion ofthe world; buteven. fron: 
211. Idle,;.Nain, and xr gary 
thought and defiress, ( thoſe | 

nera caulcs,of diſcontent) : nd 
poor mamilearns ſerjouſly.to;yiew 
_ the Vanittesof the would in. their 
tull proportion, and ſo to deſpiſe 
them; :;Wherg; he likewiſe can 
web Ts ioels wr IRR: 
Joy, 190 ons e honefty;and 1n- 
creaſe, 4 little! }Hogk. of 
Goods, Cog: is Pleaſed, talallow 


him; 


kin 4: and Hivi Ln in greet 

V. -tran- 
qutley And fath Bien of miindes 
| " ſor the fercire with att 


eo frinilents, Thus the Poor; 

h6tieft Cotre that parient: 
ly endarcs. his Wants, rich e- 
dough and- by - his evntiritied (6 
rexiry of hind; invites Conrent to 
dome ane Gyvelf with his! humble 
Fo6rtants't whIM: ths! bw Mic 
for, won negro & abour, 
hiſs, ak —_—y LH" "ſera 
fag '4 ; Hever"' att 
God, 4, ned #eyer at reſt; 
encei hath ade it's 
of Tewch; 2676 more i 
wan hath, he wore he wanders 
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And: bore hows nad Wliccks FI 


greſſion F DOG Or HH{11465 
- ' Whan \trileſivtolins piet 
net ſolirade, Þe66k po 
hg alone inthe Meadows: 18 
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the ſan re ins adn 
that manner x7 met ent 
meet not with 

apporniminies:of:abIng; cours or 
no alluring Terfptations roifif of 
vanity, :no Cares, ind Froubks: to 


dſturb.' the) Td Ren iy 
by ny 


of thtir mi 

b | Rebrealndunid: 

and-ler pet _ Ns 4 
thoughts S,A 

mbft confeſs," Was Eto:difpoſe of 
of tanditjon-of life , a66otditig 40 
amet Je nn p ſhould 
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At} the foot of maune. Ids; or: upon. . 


the Benks of Tiberg:o much-cele« 
brated by:i the! curious: Pens i of: 
- T and Virgil... And: here? <| - 


o 


; bidding. Yateve/ to;the, Noiſe, To- 


juſtige;Ambition, and -Inquietudes: 
 efchemorld, 1, wotild;give up my: 


S Soopels and ſolitude, to the: 
pleaſant;). retiredae8of the Fields 


an nd Woods, where having leſs of 


Vanity: but: more: 6f Prudence»;: 
leſs P Tide, but. more. Y ittue; leſs; 
«but 'TDOLCc: Content; T; 
fancy to tncet-lwith al the 
Remainders of the Primitive Gold: 
Nt albthe;Blefi 
aace, : Where Þ 
without; |jinjerruption!-not-. yt 
ſtudy; Book 0 Nature, as deh-: 


_ vered/) to us--incrithe!i elaborate: 


ponngl Ariftetle, Bliny, &«.; but. 


exfure. more ſenſibly! 
yr jr | the :Excellens 
ce of hich ar&-legible, ah; 


con-, 


Moveables that. adorn the higheſt 


(39) 
conſpicuousin the -Creation;-loſt 
my lelf in admiration of thoſe'yaft 


Regions of the world, lookupon 
with wonder and | amazement, 
Natures curious and unimitable 


. Workmanſhip: in every ' Flower 


and Herb of the Field; | might 


diſcern: the being of a God, :in e- 
.very inferiour Creature, and in 
'their fitneſs: and: convenience for 
man's uſe, read that propriety he 
has in them ;/.to be ſhort—Every 


where meeting with freſh Inſtan- | 


ces of the Divine Goodneſs, libe- 


rality, and bounty, of his Power; 
Majeſty and Glory, 'of his Wiſ- 
dom-, Providence and Govern: 
ment {which are; (at leaſt ought 
to be) ſo many, Precepts to learn 
us, to know, admire, and magnify 
him, :behaye our ſelves thankful 
ly, dutifully, and obediently /to- 
wards him ; ſo many ;nfloftions 

: . to 
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ation, Canten- 
| [4 i BY and De f- 
dans! pirven him.) Every when 
(day diſceraingithe Admipatie . 
es of Paovidence'and a'Det- 
£4, -þ mighti wiſcly diſpoſe and All 
hae forthe: regeption offub- 
limer truths: Fhus happily ſpend- 
ing.my days if Contemplationibf 
God-and his myiterious wager fill 
I cameo the kſhmene and 
completion. of knowledge in ano- 
ther World, where F ſhould ſpend 
not only my Timebur Eternity It 
- in what I here PG), ; 


: But to Focaakls I could eaſily 
prove 'this Paradox 2: 'That , whir 
beyond that which is purel y ne- 


collary, is uſeleſs, 'Thathe whoſe 


ns are /in-. a reaſonable 
ttionable totheiext- 
cies of his condition of /life , 
_ wall afford him and his a com- 4 
petent 


- 


| nd 


ſ OI ) 
petent hvehhoad, BS really nich c 
Nough. That notheng of ſuperthuj 
EY, (QF redundancs tan be ofany 
ACTVACE; QT v{c.t0 us, hecauſonve 
ſand in no'need of it;havecnough 
without. - it; | That money and 
wealth; which 1s. overand/aboue 
what ſerves: foriour ym—_ ſub- 
uppont and 


Hiſtance;; and the 


maintenance: of our Paniilies, is 
indeed our Burthen, our Care, and 
Trouble, but is of no more uſe to 
ys in our Cheſts, than af ic were in 
the Center of the Earths: /- | 
Whatſoever therefore: is more 


thay enough for our natural ſup» 


port; and the neceffary ſupply of 
our Families, -and1s ſo imployed 

isin- truth needlefs, uſtlels, and 
unſcrviceable ; becauſe 'the only 
ule of externals,is to. ſupply natu- 
ral neceſſities, Unleſs:m an Age 
of Univerſal. Indevotion', you 


, would thinkof xgviving that Ag- 


tiquated 
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ciquated Cuſtome of putting out 


your- Spate-money to Charitable 


uſes, as Buildings, and'Endowin 
Churches; Colleges;'Hoſpitals;&. 
So that-isnot the 'uſe' but abuſe 
of Redundance . and Superfluities, 
that we may 'dayly oblerve'in all 
gave —_ —_ incat- 
ing, ordrinking, in gratifying our 
Laſts, Pride, &Fc. Now the, In- 
ference from diſcourſes of this nat 
ture would: be, that the deſires of 
men in reference. to this life; and 
its enjoyments, ought' not to be 
taviſh, and extravagant,'in gad- 
ding after redundance of 'Wealth; 
an 


Riches; but to be terminated 


in things: of! neceſſity; for their 
preſent--ſubſiſtence;' convenient 
Food and :Raiment for theni and 
theirs; and that if it' pleaſe God 
to allow us a Sufficiency'and Com- 
petency : forthe Neceſſities of our 
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Natures; and the honeſt ſupply | 
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the we ought not. f ſer Sr hear 

4 upon the convenniencies. j tl ly 


Yet we are not toreje 
but to uſe them ſober! _ ink - 
ings that 
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took bviſs hore « 
mt nd that go hai edioctil «cm 
ſtate! of Life probes 
Sis, \ you are at reſent b by p 


thens ; I mean that ſafe and, v7 \ 
| gible 


"0 6 F 
pible Condition , which places a 
man below Envy, and yet above 
| 5) A. condition, in'which 
_| _ tis certain, a'man caninor by any 
Pallet: of his , Fortune be 
| made cither more rich' (ina true 
ſenſe) or more . For on one 
fide a'Stattbr' Con gion to0.nar- 
row for' our neceſſities, of Want | 
| | and Povetty;is ſabje$ to fo man 
krone and \tertiptatiogs, that it 
| 


| 


res a very Gi derable ſtock 
ariente and Humility, to un- 
| o it ; and on the other, an 
'Eftare of Grandeur, Wealth, and 
| * Power, beſides its uſual dangerous 
and deadl effeQts, as Pride, Luxu- 
Oppraſſion , Forgettulneſs of 
a, and Heaven, &c. it makes 
the perſon that has it onely an 
objett of Envy to all other men F 
which Bella buſy, reſtleſs, an 
pernicious humour, always find- 
- of, 19g faults, ever picking, and fo- 
E2  menting 
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